50 Cofton Hill

Cockwood

Exeter  EX6 8RB

5th September 2008

Mrs. Jan Wright – Secretary Cofton Parish Hall Committee

Cofton Hill

Cockwood

Dear Jan,

Cofton Parish Hall Committee Meeting – Tuesday 6th May 2008

Thank you for forwarding the agenda for the above meeting, unfortunately I shall not be able to attend as I have a previous engagement.

I read the minutes of 6th May – Item 4 in particular.

As Revd. David Burton suggested I have thought about the change from an Ecclesiastical to Civil Trust for the Parish Hall.

I feel that the committee should take Jane Scriven’s advice and consider converting the Trust from Ecclesiastical to Civil so as to take the responsibility of looking after the hall from the PCC who are small in number and have the Church and St. Mary’s Church Hall to maintain. Furthermore to ensure that the hall remains for the use of the village in the future.

Since the 1950’s when Mrs. Jackson so ably took over running the “village” with little support, I feel that it was incorrect for the existing Parish Rooms to be placed in a Ecclesiastical Trust as the land was given to the village, and the money for building was raised by villagers.

I moved into the village in 1969 and I know that the amount of money raised by village fetes, and the work carried out by parishioners free of charge has amounted to a considerable amount of time and money.   

During this time there have been occasions when the village has been split over the ownership of the hall, which was kindly sorted out by Jill Wainwright with pro bono advice from Slaughter and May.

I feel that when Revd. David Burton came and spoke to the meeting that the committee members did not have time to consider the implications, i.e. that if this step was taken there would no further reason for problems to arise in the future when some of the older long-term members of the village have passed on, and the history of the hall was no longer known.

I am writing this as a private person, not as a Dawlish Town Councillor or a member of Cofton St. Mary Parish Church Council.

Yours sincerely,

