VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEESHIP
Rex Cook referred to item 4 of the minutes of the meeting of Tuesday 6th May 2008 and stated that he had attended a public meeting in the Old Parish Rooms in 1987 when the then incumbent vicar Revd. Dennis Cavaghan supported and reiterated what can only be described as ‘church ownership’ of that property.

It was the view of the majority of those present at that meeting that the property had been wrongly and misguidedly gifted to the church by certain influential people in the village.  It is known that this action was taken because the original village trustees had not been replaced at the time of their demise.  It seems to me from the Minutes of the last meeting that there is now an opportunity for the village to reclaim totally the new Parish Rooms and appoint their own trustees.  According to Jane Scriven the existing ecclesiastical trust could be converted to a civil trust and passed over the village incurring only the cost of legal fees.  The Revd. David Burton’s comments are tantamount to an implied softening of the church’s attitude towards their trustee/ownership.

It seems that legally under the present arrangements our valuable asset could be permanently lost i.e. sold, if the church needed the money.  The following questions should be asked of ourselves:

1. Who built and financed the original hall?  (The site as gifted to the village)

2. Who has maintained and financed it over the years?

3. Who worked at and supported the establishment of the new hall?

4. Who has brought it to its present state?

5. Cannot we find trustees amongst our own?

6. Why be dependant on an outside organisation for the continuation of the new parish hall (the Church through its trustees has never contributed financially either to the original or the present parish rooms).

7. Why put ourselves at risk of losing everything.

I propose that the committee should take advantage of the present opportunity and make an approach to the church with a view to establishing a civil trust.

Eventually this may necessitate approval at a public meeting.
